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The Image of Fairfield

Cracking down on the
party of parties
Dana Ambrosini
News Editor
Clam Jam is on its way
and all eyes are definitely on the
annual bash.
Although the event is
not officially sponsored by
FUSA or Fairfield University, the
responsibility to see that things
go well has fallen by default into
the hands of the student leaders.
As was the case last year, permanent beach residents have not
failed to make their grievances
known.
An article in the Connecticut Post indicated that some
residents are threatening to possibly sue the University and student leaders for disturbing the
peace and lowering the property
value of the homes surrounding
the student area.
This year, plain clothes
as well as uniformed police will
be monitoring the event.
"I intend to go, have a
good time, and drink a lot of
beer," said junior Marcel Blais.
"Hopefully in regards to the town
of Fairfield, things will go as
smoothly as they did last year."

In order to address the
problems caused by Clam Jam, a
policy was instituted last year to
keep non-Fairfield students out of
the party and underage students
from drinking. Fairfield students
were given bracelets and allowed
only one guest each. Another set
of bracelets was distributed the
day of the event to those students
21 or over.
In keeping with last
year's success, FUSA will once
again institute the bracelet policy.
"Fairfield student" bracelets are
currently being distributed to
those with a valid University ID,
from 12:00 to 2:00 and 5:00 to
7:00 in the Barone Campus Center. These bracelets will not be
given out the at the event itself.
On the day of the event,
students must wear the bracelets
to be allowed into the festivities.
Students must also bring their
Fairfield ID and bracelet in order
to receive a bracelet for a guest.
Only one is permitted for each
student. ""21 or older" bracelets
will be distributed at the event as
well, but only to those students
with two picture IDs, such as a
driver's license and student ID.

Presidency passes to
Piag

continued on p. 4

Use Common Sense !!!
—Access will be limited to only
Fairfield University Students and their one guest.
—DO NOT LOSE YOUR WRISTBAND. Wristbands
will be checked at all entrances. ONLY the 21 and over
wristband and the guest band will be given out the day
of the event.
—Police Officers & student volunteers will be present
at all entrances.
—BOOK BAGS AND BACK PACKS WILL NOT BE
PERMITTED!
—BEER DISTRIBUTION WILL BE MONITORED
BY POLICE OFFICERS.
—Portions of Fairfield Beach Road and Reef Road will
be closed.
—Police will be manning DRUNKEN DRIVING
CHECKPOINTS and the department's mobile command unit will be closed.
—Parking will be restricted and temporary no parking
signs will be posted.
A WRECKER WILL BE STANDING BY TO TOW
ALL ILLEGALLY PARKED CARS.
—The Safe Rides program will be providing rides
BACK to campus.
—In order to receive a "21 or older" bracelet you must
be prepared to show two forms of picture ID.

Playing the parent?

photo: Brian Williams
Chris Cipriani) passes the gavel.

New parking
regulations
announced
Check out the new rules
on p. 3

IRHG
brings
home the
conference
Sneak a peak at what's
to come next year, seep.4

Indiana or
Bust!
Four students journey to
the Midwest, see p. 5

Is the Levee
dry?
Levee offers alternative to beach & THs?
see p. 6

Gay Jeans Day
supported
SAYSO responds to
John O'Dea,
see p.9

Get a leg up
Brian Huben
Staff Writer

Brian Williams
Assistant News Editor
A major concert on
campus. Bettering relations between the university and town
residents. Improving school
spirit and student participation in
campus events. These are but a
few of the issues Mike Piagentini
has targeted for the upcoming
school year.
FUSA President Mike
Piagentini was officially inaugurated before his friends and family, at a ceremony in Bellarmine
Hall, Tuesday, April 7. Now in
office, Mike will begin his quest
towards solving these issues
along with his new group of
FUSA associates.

Clam Jam rules...

Inside this
week

How would you feel
if you returned home and
found your parents, instead
of being thrilled to see you,
are upset with the news they
have received from Fairfield
about you? This has become
reality for dozens of Fairfield
students this year.
Starting last September, Gwendolyn Vendley,
dean of students, began
sending copies of newspapers to the parents of students whose name appears in
the crime report section.
Any student who
has been ticketed at the
beach for underage drinking
or for any other reason and
whose name appears in the

newspaper for it, can expect a
copy of it to be sent to their
parents, according to Vendley.
Vendley said that if
the student's name appears in
the paper, it then becomes a
public affair and the school has
the right to tell parents. Students, however, have a different outlook.
"I think it's ridiculous on the school's part, not
to place trust in their students
with their parents," said Shannon Baxter '01, a freshman
senator and one of the students
whose name appeared in the
paper.
Baxter said she was
ticketed in December for underage drinking at Eli's, a local bar (recently shut down),

continued on p. 3

Check out a student
adventure at a rock climbing expedition, seep. 11

What is your
taste?
Try it all at the International Buffet! see the
savory selection on p. 13

Still rollin'...
Men's lacrosse
remains unbeaten
inMAAC, see p. 15
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Campus Beat
John Griffith
Assistant A&E Editor
April 7
-5:49pm- A student in Kostka was burning incense which caught his curtains
and rug on fire. The Fairfield Fire Department was called and put out the rapidly
spreading fire.
April 14
-10:58pm- Some non-students were playing basketball on the courts near
Campion. Security escorted the unruly group off campus, telling them to hoop elsewhere.

lirtrt

CHEERS

BOOS

April 15
-12:10am- Turn signals were stolen from a Toyota parked in the Canisius lot.
The Toyota is apparently having difficulty turning.
-3:01pm- A female student reported that her roommate was missing. The
student had not come back from Easter Break. Upon investigation, it was found that
the student and her friend decided they would rather drive to Delaware. You figure it
out.
April 16
-3:27pm- The grounds crew reported that a defenseless tree in the quad had
three limbs broken.
April 17
-3:23am- A student was found guilty of being stupid. Not realizing what the
STAG is for, a drunk underage male in Kostka called the dispatcher to get an oncampus phone number. After being very obnoxious and rude, security went to the
students room and wrote him up. The case was sent to judicial.

Dana Ambrosini
News Editor

Town Beat

A '95 Buick Century was stolen off Unquowa Rd. on April 3. A1990 Mazda
RX7 was stolen from Black Rock Turnpike on the same day.
On April 5, a 1993 Honda Accord was stolen from Tunxis Hill Rd.
On April 8, a 1985 Oldsmobile was stolen from Kings Highway East.
Also on April 8, a man described as hispanic, 5 ft. 6 in., and weighing 1501bs.
wifh black hair and wearing a brown tweed poncho was spotted by police driving a
stolen jeep on Black Rock Turnpike. The officer motioned for the man to pull over.
The suspect jumped out of the car, fleeing into a marsh, and escaped.
A Fairfield University freshman, was arrested for possession of alcohol by a
minor in a public place on Fairfield Beach Road. The student was issued a misdemeanor summons and was scheduled to appear in court.

Classifieds
Loving, responsible and fun full time nanny needed for summer (and part-time in fall) for
3 terrific girls ages 5, 7, and 9. Excellent salary. Must have own car and references.
Hours: 8:30-5:00/5:30. Call 256-1701.
CHILD CARE - SEEKING RESPONSIBLE, ENERGETIC STUDENT TO CARE FOR
OUR TWO CHILDREN IN OUR MONROE HOME THIS SUMMER. OWN TRANSR,
NON-SMOKER. 551-2753 DAYS, 459-8828 EVENINGS.

FABRFAXX OFFERS A $500 SCHOLARSHIP
to earn while your learn\!
As a temporary employee you can earn top dollar
and get practical work experience - maybe even get afoot in the door.
Call Sarah or Marianne today to get more information!!
FAIRFAXX CORPORATION
17 High St. Norwalk, CT 06851
203-838-8300

Help Wanted
C»mpu« Yellow P«gtf puWUh*» th*
Official Phon« Book of tvwy CoIWg*
and Unlvtrelty In th* CUU of CT.

The Campus Yellow Pages is looking for sales reps to sell
advertising in Fairfield University &■ Sacred Heart University
Student Telephone Directories. Hours are flexible, and this
position could easily accommodate a person taking summer
classes. Part time positions are available during the school
year. Please call Gary at (800) 825-5364 for more info.

to Deb's brand new car...to getting Dave
Matthews' tickets...to less than a month
left...to having as date for Dogwoods...to
ra vs. residents Beirut rules...to hearing
from old friends...to getting drunk on your
21st birthday...to smiles that make me
laugh...to Vivian the voicemail Lady-he
called!...to simple pleasures...to getting
interviews and terrible offers...to catching a rainbow three days in a row...to the
freshest dinner I ever caught...to scenery
that makes you stop and think how little
you are...to "Jo" you are the greatest pillow a guy could ask for... to senior year
closing down...to everyone who helped
out with the rainy field day, Thanks!...to
the block party...to beer... to sleeping with
three girls at the same time, you know
who you are:-*... to everyone locking
themselves out of the house at the same
time...to the elimination of the biggest
head ache in fairfield basketball
history...to keg races, the only place you
can cheer on the prettiest girls in school
while they puke...to getting Phil back...to
the end of student teaching...to Rosa for
not being able to say quiet hours...to the
Rugby Womens Team weekend
tournament...to P, thanks for being the
blanket... to late night sex talks...to Louie
for keeping my hands warm... to eating
old waxy chocolate bunnies... to a box
(or boxes), a pack and lines... to Monica,
you're awesome... to TH on her first cigarette... to a paper grill... to Search Team
II, I love you guys... to the brave and wet
white water rafters... to Kostka 1, you
guys are awesome! I'll miss you next
year, Love KH... to Beirut champions...
to great parties... to third direction -thanks
for Saturday... to showing Fairfield how
to party... to 7 a.m. bedtimes... to planning road trips... to the house cleaners...
to "sleeping peeps"... to being the talk of
your friends... to third interviews... to this
past weekend and this one coming up...
to getting stuff in for the senior issue... to
having all the cups... to catching up with
old friends... to the last regular issue of
the Mirror... to breaking down doors... to
being finished., to going first...

TO KEVIN KIESEL FOR RUINING
THE SENIOR YEAR OF ABOUT 70
GUYS... to Casper the ugly ghost for
making false accusations... to Bubba, it's
not our fault you're ugly... to professors
that don't give feedback-gee it's nice to
find things out when you can't do anything about it... to Sunday morning coming too early... to distance... to running
out of good alcohol... to getting sick... to
missing the call... to not finishing the senior issue early... to realizing it's all almost over... to still not having a job yet...
to wishing you still had time left... to last
minute changes... to being here all night...
to bracelets... to staying up to 5:00 a.m....
to jealous spies... to the stench of TH
151... to ritilin not working... to moronic
comments from the FUSAheirarchy... to
windows that don't open... to unidentified visitors....to being really tired...to not
getting the internship I wanted...to wanting to go to sleep...to studing for hours
and getting a 72...to people who don't
study and get A's...to be confused...to
needing to lose weight...to teachers who
think that your life is their class...to group
projects....to papers...to always
complaing...to people who annoy you...to
having to come back to school two weeks
early for traing...to not having any
money...too exams on the last day at the
last time...to not wanting to study...to
phone bills...to boyfriends who cheat...to
not having a car on campus....to Fairfield'
ridiculous tuition...too not having layout
done...to blisters on your feet...to people
who don't say hi when you see them...to
lying...to Jerry Springer...to Seinfeld only
having 4 more episodes...to Ross getting
married to somene other than RachaeL.to
not talking to friends from home in a
while...to rain...to CT weather...to missing peoplc.to wanting to go home...to
fighting...to the clam jam rules...to being
responsible...to scheduling problems...to
needing a tan...to people who have big
mouths...to people that are really
skinny...to always being hungry...to the
equipment in the Rec Plex...to having an
8:20 tomorrow

Wednesday, April 29 is
the last day of classes for
undergraduates~NOTE:
Monday classes will meet
to make up for Monday
holidays.

News
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New semester: New parking
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Library responds to student requests
Brian Huben
Staff Writer

Karen Affinito
Managing Editor

Another regulation will be that
townhouse residents will not be permitted to drive down to campus and park at
the School of Business. "Residents need
to walk or take the shuttle to class," said
Mary Ann DeMasi, security assistant of
parking.
There will be extremely limited
parking on the main campus for townhouse
students. They will have to share the first
two rows indented behind the Alumni Hall
with all other students. Townhouse residents, as well as other students will be permitted to park in the Kostka and Claver
lots at all time and the upper and lower
lots behind Canisius between 7:30 p.m. and
7 a.m.
The Loyola lot will be designated
for faculty and staff until 4 p.m. on weekdays and then will open to students until 7
a.m. The Jogues, Regis, Campion, Dolan,
Kostka/Claver, and side gym lots will be
open to all resident students all of the time.
Parking offenders will be penalized and tickets ranging from $20-$50 will
be distributed accordingly. Security is also
going to be strict with alcohol offenders.
Anyone under the age of 21 found driving
under the influence will lose campus parking and driving privileges for one year.
Any student over the age of 21 who is
found driving with a .10 blood/alcohol
level will ensure the same results.
Security hopes that the new parking system will be beneficial to everyone
involved. "We want to distribute parking
to people who have to here - commuters
and nonresident students," Pelazza said.
"We want to add more order and freely accommodate everyone's needs."

As the spring semester draws to
a close, Fairfield students anticipate a
much awaited summer vacation. When
students depart on May 9, a year is over
and a new one is in the not-so-distant future.
In September, students will have
many things to adapt to: new rooms, new
roommates, as well as new parking guidelines.
A parking committee made up of
students, faculty, and staff met last year
to discuss fair parking solutions that
would benefit everyone involved. Security has completed the new parking plan
for the upcoming year and it is important
for students to be aware of them before
returning to campus in September.
Parking has been an ongoing
problem at Fairfield throughout the year.
"There are too many cars on campus,
more than ever," director of security Todd
Pelazza said. "People need to be re-educated. There used to be a luxury of parking where you live, work, or have class.
However, we don't have that luxury anymore."
A major concern was the relocation of the School of Business. The Quick
Center will be used for business student
parking only, both day and night, except
when there is a Quick Center performance. The lot will only be used for offcampus students. On-campus students
cannot park in this lot. The shuttle bus
will alter its path in order to provide transportation to the new business center.
The Southwell hall lot near
Barlow field will be only for faculty, staff
and visitors.

Noisy dorms, poor lighting and
no computers are all common nuisances
students face while trying to study for
finals. These problems may be solved
though, because the Nyselius Library announced this week that it will remain
open 24 hours a day throughout finals.
The library is initiating a pilot
project to make study space available on
a 24 hour basis during the final exam
period. The lower level, including the
very popular new computer lab, will remain open when the library closes the
front doors at midnight on April 29.
"We have been investigating
ways to remain open all day while insuring the security of the library," said
James Estrada, university librarian.
Estrada said that the studies they tested
showed that if the library were to remain
open all night, students would need quiet
study space, computers and bathrooms.
"In the past we've looked at
closing off the top and bottom floors of
the library and keeping the ground floor
open all night, but there are no bathrooms on that floor, so it was not possible," Estrada said. "But now, with
bathrooms and the new computer lab on
the bottom floor, and the side entrance
there as well, it is possible for us to keep
that floor open night."
Students have had high opinions of extended library hours. "It's hard
to find a quiet place to study during finals, especially when your roommate has
exams on different days," Tammie
Setterland '99 said. "I believe the library
being open all night will be beneficial
to all Fairfield students."
Access to the all night study

area will be through the side door on the
traffic circle and a large sign will hang
above the door marking the special entrance and the extended hours, according
to Joan Overfield, associate university librarian said.
Services available to students
overnight will include the 25-station computer lab, individual study carrels, 2 group
study rooms, 11VT terminals for accessing the Internet, 2 photocopiers, a change
machine and restrooms.
Three student assistants/lab
monitors will be on duty during the 8hour period. Access is limited to Fairfield University students and IDs will be
checked upon entrance. Book bags will
also be checked when leaving the library.
For security reasons, the curriculum collection, media department, and the
main and upper levels will all remain
closed between midnight and 8:00 a.m.
"I'm the type of person who
likes to study late at night, and my dorm
is always noisy so it's hard to get work
done. The library remaining open all
night will make studying much easier,"
Andre Johnson '01 said.
"We are very excited about this
trial project which, if successful, may lead
to permanent periods when the library
would be open 24 hours," Estrada said.
"If all goes well we may even begin opening the library all night for midterms."
The library exam schedule begins Wednesday, April 29 at 8:00 a.m. and
ends on Saturday, May 9 at 5:00 p.m.
During the extended hours period all levels will be open too provide full services
from 8:00 a.m. to midnight.

Students' parents are being notified of illegal activities
reasons the school sends a copy of the paper home is because students are sometimes
charged with a misdemeanor, a charge that
will remain
on their
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
permanent
record and
the parents
may have
to hire legal council. Also,
since the
process
was
i m p 1 e ■
mented, student arrests have decreased. "It

continued from p. 1
and her name appeared in The Connecticut Post. A copy was sent to her parents shortly thereafter explaining that
she would have to meet with Gary
Stephenson, head of judicial affairs.
"We're all 18 and considered
adults by the law. I don't see why the
school still treats us like children," said
Kevin Hayes, another freshman senator. Hayes agreed with Baxter that "it's
the student's responsibility to tell their
parents, not the school's."
Vendley said one of the main

makes the students think before they
act. It's actually helping them," she
said.
Baxter still
^^^^^^^^^^^—
thinks the
whole
process is
"ridicu1ou s ."
"The
copy sent
to
my
house had
a headline
of 'Murder' and my
name was highlighted on the same

"We're all 18 and considered
adults by law. I don't see
why the school still treats us
like children."

page with a marker," Baxter said.
Fairfield's senate has also begun discussing this topic. "We plan to
organize a committee to discuss this,"
said Molly Houlihan '01, chairperson of
the senate's university life committee.
"We encourage any students with strong
opinions on this matter to contact one of
their senators."
As for now, Vendley said she
has no intentions of bringing the process
to a close. "All the parents I've spoken
to support what I'm doing, and so do I.
If their name appears in a paper that thousands of people read, I feel their parents
should also be made aware of it."

ATTENTION ALUMNI SONS AND DAUGHTERS!
Each year the Fairfield University Alumni Association hosts an Alumni Sons
and Daughters Breakfast on the morning of commencement. All senior alumni
sons and daughters and their immediate families are invited; invitations will be
sent to your homes.
Roger Williams University Ralph
R. Papitto School of Law is still
accepting applications for ti
! EntcrijJFglasstThe prioritydeadline is May 15,19«8, but
applications will be accepted
after that date. June LSAT's will
also be considered.

iThe following is a list of graduating seniors who have alumni parents. If you
belong on this list but have not been included, (or are on the list but shouldn't
be), it's very important that you call Alumni Relations at 254-4280 today!

For a catalog and application call
Eric Reed at 800-633-2727
or write to us at the address below.

ROGLR WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
RALPH

R.

PAPII

ro

SCHOOL OF LAW
Vlrtacnm \\ Wlut',

Thomas Cavallo
Kevin Conroy
Bernadette Falaro
Gerard Farinon
Mary Fitzpatrick
Joseph Florczak
Michele Fox
Nichole Framularo

Paul Geary
April George
Matthew Grimes
Sara Hawley
Stacey Heffeman
George Hemmer
Mary Holland
Kristen Kohl

Devin Laden
Elizabeth Maloney
Kristen Mazziotta
Helen McAneny
TaraMcAuley
David Melenski
Michael Mulvey
Martha Palazij

Joshua Pothier
Carla Riccio
Michael Sheehan
David Trzcinski
Stewart Witt
Kristen Zailskas

e^Fairfield
VALUMNI
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Strengthened security ?

Piag and co.
inaugurated
continued from p. 1

John O'Dea
Commentary Editor

More police officers may be
hired for next year in an effort to
strengthen campus security at Fairfield.
Director of Security Todd
Pelazza said that he planned to request
additional funding from the University
Finance Committee in the budget for the
1998-99 fiscal year, which begins July 1,
1998. The additional money would be
used to hire two additional officers to the
security staff which presently has 18 officers. There is also a proposal to add security cameras in several locations on
campus which would monitor the parking lots.
The request for additional officers comes after a rise in crime on campus, mainly the increase in auto thefts and
break-ins. In 1997 alone, there were, six
car thefts on campus. There had been only
five cars stolen in total from 1993 to 1996.
This rise has many students concerned
for their safety and the safety of their cars.
The average Security shift has
four officers on duty, with one officer in
each of the two marked patrol cars, one
on bike patrol and one on foot. "It has
yet to be determined how these new officers would be used," said Pelazza.
This is the first time that funding for additional officers would be proposed in the budget. Each University department submits a budget proposal

yearly to the Univesity Finance Committee. "The request (for officers) is based
on need. It's not something that we do
every year," said Pelazza.
Another measure being considered along with the addition of more officers would be the placement of security
cameras across campus. "The cameras
would be in several locations on rooftops
to monitor the lots," said Pelazza. "The
security cameras wouldn't be a magic pill.
They would be a tool to aid in detection."
Although there is a need for improvement in campus security, the new
budget proposal may not pass. "I wouldn't
want to speculate (on the chances of passage)," said Pelazza.
FUSA's outgoing president,
Chris Cipriano, applauded the possible
improvements to Security. "Security has
done a good job with the officers they have
and the budget they are afforded with,"
said Cipriano. "Anything we can do to
continue to improve security would be
advantageous to the student body."
While many students like the
idea of additional officers, responses to
the idea of cameras were not as positive.
"I don't like the idea of cameras watching everything I do." said Brian McLane
'00. "It's eerie."
But Pelazza assured that the
cameras would be used just to monitor the
parking lots. "It's not like Big Brother is
watching," he said..

"Lack of support for our athletic teams, especially the women's basketball team, is something I want to
work on. I also want to improve student interest in other campus events,
like at the Levee," Piagentini said in an
interview.
Piagentini, the 53rd president
of the Fairfield University Student Association, received the full attention of
the approximately 100 guests as he accepted the position of president being
passed on to him by incumbent Chris
Cipriano. The ceremony was of an informal nature, allowing all present to
see the personal and emotional side of
the man elected.
Cipriano said of Piagentini,
"He will treat the job with the utmost
respect and keep it moving in the right
direction."
After Cipriano's opening remarks, the new FUSA Vice Presidents
were sworn in by the Chief Justice of
the student court. Next came Piagentini,
which made official the transition this
evening was celebrating.
Amidst the toasts of sparkling
grape juice, the students celebrated and
welcomed the new government, which
hopefully is one of activity and not passivity. Students anticipate an even more
productive year then this recently
passed, which accomplished such tasks
as bringing LL Cool J to campus.
Jared Scotto '00, and active
FUSA member, said, "Mike inherited a
very strong organization with a good
reputation."

The Fairfield Mirror

IRHG wins
bid for annual
conference
Dana Ambrosini
News Editor
Thanks to a 30 page paper and
a power point presentation, Fairfield Inter-Residence Hall Government won its
bid to host a conference of 250-300 residence life affiliates in the New England
area, next November.
"People will hear about the
school," said Jen Levine '99, co-chair of
the bid team that defeated the University
• of Buffalo's bid to host the conference,
and now of the Regional Conference itself. Preparations for the bid began in
November and IRHG was notified in
March that Fairfield had been selected.
The annual event sponsored by
the North East Affiliates of College and
University Residence Halls has never
been held at Fairfield University before.
The purpose of the conference is to provide an opportunity for people involved
in residence life to get together and exchange ideas.
The conference will be held on
Nov. 6, 7 and 8 next semester. Visitors
will stay at the Trumbull Marriott.
Levine, who is co-chairing with Katie
Schibler '99, stated that the conference
will make use of as many buildings as
possible on-campus.

The Fairfield Mirror
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Campus Life
Signs of Life...

"I'm so not Midwestern"
Editor's note: This is not intended to insult anyone from the Midwest. This story
merely represents the perceptions of four
students visiting Indiana over Spring
Break and therefore implies no harm to
the state ofIndiana or the people therein.
Kristen Sullivan
A&E Editor Emeritus
We were probably misguided
from the start. Our perceptions of
America's heartland consisted of John
(Cougar) Mellancamp, quilting bees,
Hoosier basketball and the Indy 500. Our
reality was frigid temperatures, baked potatoes, garlic and a cast of idiotic characters.
Imagine a place in modern
America where movies cost $1.50, cigarettes-are $1.60 and gasoline is 89 cents.
It's hard to believe such a place existswelcome to Greencastle, Indiana, home
of Depauw University.
Now you're probably thinking,
"Oh, DePaul University. Isn't that in Chicago?" Well, you're not the only person
who was mislead...
It all started last semester when
Lynn Andriani, Tom Maloney, Loretta
Markevics and I enrolled in Formative
Research, a senior course in communication. Lynn, Tom and I combined to
write a thirty page paper on the media and
Loretta and her group wrote about TV
news anchor preferences.
We joked all semester that if our
work was good enough, maybe, just
maybe we would be chosen to attend the
prestigious communication conference at
DePaul...or was it DePauw? We never
were really sure, that is until Mrs.
Robinson called. And with a reference
to Simon and Garfunkel, our joke began:
"And here's to you Mrs. Robinson." Mrs.
Robinson, the secretary in the Vice
President's office, notified us that we
were being sent to the conference in Indiana during Spring Break.
Who wouldn't be overjoyed?
With just about two weeks until break,
and plans already set for warm weather
excursions, thoughts of Indiana overcame
us with enthusiasm. Mrs. Robinson as-

sured us that the University was funding
our trip to the Midwest-everything from
food to registration fees to airfare. Hey,
after four years of giving money to this
University, it was nice getting something
"free" in return.
Mrs. Robinson made all of our
arrangements and we left on a Thursday
to spend four glorious days and three funfilled nights in sunny Indiana where "the
corn grows as high as an elephant's eye"
(quote courtesy of Irving Berlin.) Anyway,
we arrived at Indianapolis International
Airport and immediately wanted to turn
around.
Lynn, Loretta and I flew out
Thursday afternoon, planning to meet Tom
later that night. When we got to Indianapolis we awaited our ride. Just when it
seemed that no one from DePauw was
coming to pick us up, we spotted an older
man who was sporting a handmade sign
over his pocket that read, "DePauw University" in blue highlighter. We approached this man, but he knew nothing
about picking us up. He did, however, offer us a ride in his Honda Accord.
We declined his offer. After paging the DePauw representatives, we embarked 50 miles north to Greencastle.
Kara, our perky Midwestern tour guide,
took us out to dinner in the school van.
We had the choice of Wendy's, Burger
King, Papa Gino's and other fast food restaurants. I opted for the Steak & Shake,
but the rest of the group passed.
Anyway, we arrived at the university where we first saw our accommodations: an apartment in the foyer of a residence hall. We couldn't have wanted
more-we had our own bathroom, a bedroom, a living room, walk-in closet and a
kitchenette. Hell, we even had a moat
outside our window to protect us from?
(Well, we never did find out the purpose
of the moat.)
So there we were in Indiana,
basking in the irony of our impressions.
Nothing was going on there. We rarely
saw students the entire weekend; there was
no cab service in the vicinity; Wal-Mart
was supposedly the hottest place in town
and yet we never went there; was no traffic (there wasn't a traffic report on the ra-

Lynn choosing which John Cougar Mellancamp song to play on the jukebox.
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dio either-just a farm report and the price
of grain;) and the radio stations only
played country hits.
Yep, there wasn't anything quite
like Indiana, as the natives told us. Then
we showed up-the East coasters who
threw the Midwest off track. Loretta kept
repeating, "I'm so not Midwestern," and
that couldn't have been more true.

Hanging out with our new pals in Indiana.

We headed over to one of the
three bars in town, "Walden's." Upon entering the bar, we realized that it was
Irish pub night and that St. Patrick's Day
was only 48 hours away. A young girl,
named Kathleen was dancing an Irish jig
at 11 p.m. and that seemed normal, at
least in Indiana.
We were beginning to be known
as New York snobs, but that was OK with
us. After meeting the other participants
at the conference, it was a relief to know
that we could soon go home and get away
from these people.
Everyone seemed to be married.
At least three students (out of forty) were
married and said things like, "Oh, my
husband helped me with my research."
HUSBAND? At what age are they marrying out there in the Midwest? Life on
the farm sure was different from life on
the East coast.
Meals for example, took on
lives of their own. We had the beverage
options of water or iced tea and both were
sketchy. The ice tea resembled and tasted
like brown water; the tap water seemed
like Evian. The first day for lunch, we
were served baked potatoes. Granted,
they were the largest potatoes I have ever
seen, but still just potatoes?
Once we got over the starches,
we began to notice a pattern. Things get
pretty creative in Indiana. The meals weTe
beginning to reoccur. We would have
pasta and chicken for lunch and then have
chicken and pasta for dinner. The originality was astounding, as was their fascination with garlic. Everything was
served with garlic-the potatoes (of
course,) the pasta, even the burgers served
at the town snack-shack, "Marvin's."

Marvin's even delivered a hamburger,
mozzarella sticks and cheese fries (all for
only $5) to the local establishment, appropriately named "The Pub." This place
wasn't the Grape, instead it was something out of an S.E. Hinton book, with its
wood paneling, dartboards and $3 pitchers of Killian's Red.
A solitary jukebox belted out

photo: Tom Maloney
honky-tonk favorites, as well as modern
tunes. We opted to play some John Cougar Mellancamp to get in touch with the
Heartland. There's nothing like listening to "Little Pink Houses" and "Ain't
that America" to make you realize that
Indiana's the Heartland.
Back to the actual conference.
We realized that we weren't like the others. Our peers really took their research
seriously, too. They were hard-core students of communication. Day and night
they discussed communication theory and
compared their work to everyone else's.
Was the competition really this stiff? After all, we only went to Indiana on a
whim-not because it was our lives' devotions.
But the people, oh the people.
There was a girl, Shelley, who insisted
that she, too was an authentic East coaster,
straight from New York. She ranted on
and on about how perfect she was, how
smart she was, and how as a New Yorker,
she was required to pronounce coffee as
"cawfee." Her annoying personality irked
us. We mocked her tawdry jewelry, her
80's glamrock hairdo, and her need to
comment on everyone and everything.
On the last night in Indiana, Shelley even
asked us to sign her napkin as a momento
of her trip to the conference.
Going to Indiana for this conference seemed to be more of a social
commentary than an academic endeavor.
We learned more about people than we
did about communication. But everything
is a learning experience and in truth, we
enjoyed ourselves in some bizarre way.
At least we discovered that we aren't Midwesterners at heart. A few more days in
middle America and we may have been
asked to leave.
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The Levee attracts a
regular crowd
Jennifer Zibrat
Contributing Writer
At 9 P.M., I opened the doors
to the Levee. The lights were low and
the crowds were scarce. The commuter
club sponsored a D. J. and free food. By
10:45 P.M. the bar was packed to the
back, and by 11 P.M. the dance floor was
full, the chicken fingers were gone and
the music was cranking.
Sitting at one of the tall tables I
couldn't help but notice that the Levee
looked like "stag mania" with its walls
covered in sporting goods. The stag head
over the fireplace made it feel like a winter lodge, and the smell of fried food
brought me back to a 1950's diner. But
whether you classify it as a sports bar, a
winter lodge or an eclectic restaurant, you
cannot overlook the absurdity of the dentist chair, which sits in the corner by the
bar like something out of a strange dream.
Levee goers lined the" edge of
the place, some poking at the Maverick
pin ball machine, others just socializing,
and some indulging in the free food.
Many of the Levee's guests were simply
there to hear the D.J., spend a night dancing or drink off the week's stress. Once
the D.J. started playing more hip-hop, the
Levee's dance floor filled up and the neon
beer signs seemed a little brighter.
Few seem able to resist the
Levee's curly fries. "Nachos, Mozz
sticks, chicken fingers, and cheese fries"
are the most popular Levee foods according to the student manager, John Packes,
'98. Packes attested to the Levee's busy
atmosphere saying, "We always run out

of food, especially [Thursday's]. Orders
don't come in until Friday." What are the
busiest times to order food? "At 10:30 it
picks up, and then there's another hit at
midnight," said Packes.
And what better time to wash

versus on-campus. If it's a big night at
the beach, fewer students are on campus. In the dead of winter more students
stay on campus and party at the
townhouses. The recent ban on the
townhouse basements has cut back on

"When you see the word 'Levee',
students instantly tune out to it. If
someone suggests going out^ instantly it's the Grape or the beach.
The Levee doesn't come into mind
immediately."
those curly fries down with, than two of
the Levee's most popular beers — Woodchuck Cider and Honey Brown. "When
you see the word 'Levee', students instantly tune out to it. If someone suggests
going out, instantly it's the Grape or the
beach. The Levee doesn't come into mind
immediately," Levee bartender Geoff
Trivino, '98 said in between serving
drinks.
The Levee's popularity seems to
depend on what is going on off-campus

the on-campus party scene and this in
turn has affected the Levee.
"Now that they're not allowed
to have parties in the townhouses, students are forced to go off-campus," said
Laura Pagnani. Sophomore Annalise
Horsken agreed. "I think there are two
angles, in some instances the restrictions on townhouse parties have drawn
more people to the Levee, but in others
it just causes more people to go out to
the beach."

Although the Levee stayed consistently crowded throughout the night,
students had plenty of criticisms. "It
should be bigger," said Christine
Pagnani, '00. "On a really crowded night
you can't even move in there." Laura
Pagnani added, "If they made it more of
a place where you could dance I think it
would be more popular."
Several other students commented about the need for a more
"dance-club type" atmosphere. "If they
advertised this place with more dance
parties, this place would be packed,"
said freshman Fernando Cargalho. Susan Ferreira, '99 said it should be more
like "a bar night club."
But what about the bands?
Many of the Levee's bands, some of
which are comprised of Fairfield students, attract a large crowd to the Levee.
Had I visited the Levee on a "band
night", the crowd might have responded
differently, perhaps opposing to the
dance club suggestions.
At 12:30 am, the crowd had
started to dwindle. There were only about
five or six people left dancing and the
bar had seen its busiest hour. Many students were retiring to their beds, or heading off to their next destination. So
what's all the hype about the Levee being dry? As far as I can see, amidst a few
suggestions, the Levee is still a great
place to park your "chevy."

Students line up for the Levee.
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Say Anything
Peter D. Fox
Staff Writer
Picture yourself stepping into the
spotlight and approaching the microphone. The audience falls silent, your
palms begin to sweat and your whole body
begins to tense up.
For many Americans this is a
very common reaction when they are
about to deliver a speech make a presentation or go for a job interview. According to Dr. Patricia Jenkins, Fairfield University Speech Writing and Delivery professor, public speaking is more commonly
listed than death as the one thing people
fear most.
Why is this skill so difficult and
valuable to master?
"In a professional context, it is a valuable
asset to be able to present your ideas in a
coherent, persuasive manner," said Dr.
Sallyanne Ryan, chair of the communication department at Fairfield University.
However, public speaking
shouldn't be considered such an effort.
According to Stephen E. Lucas, author of
The Art of Public Speaking, most adults
spend 30 percent of their waking hours in
conversation with others. Lucas wrote in
The Art of Public Speaking, that public
speaking is not much different than regular conversations. You organize your
thoughts, tailor your message to your audience, tell your story for maximum impact on your audience and adapt your conversation to the feedback you are receiving from your listener.
In situations where everyone's
attention is on you, public speaking becomes a little more difficult. "Before the
FUSA presidential debates, I was especially nervous, and it showed. I looked like
a ghost," said Mike Piagentini, FUSA
President
Public speaking isn't a skill that
comes naturally. It is one that is developed
over time with lots of practice. "There is
no one recipe or one right way to develop
public speaking skills or to reduce anxiety." said Dr. Ryan.
"I have had lots of opportunities
as President of FUSA for practicing public speaking, and I've learned that you really need to be on your toes when you are
talking in front of as many as 1,000

people. I only hope my skills have improved as my career has gone on," said
Chris Cipriano.
Whether conversing with one
person or speaking to an audience of
2,000, some of the same principles apply
to public speaking. In The Art of Public
Speaking, Lucas says a successful speaker
should be able to hold the attention of their
listeners by keeping eye contact with audience members and relating the topic of
the speech to the listeners.
"We live in a world that trusts
information that is presented orally." said
Dr. Ryan. People in leadership positions
that have possessed exceptional public
speaking abilities have helped to change
the course of human history.
As Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech in
front of the Lincoln Memorial to over
200,000 people and shouted these words
that would forever be engraved on his
tombstone: "Free at last! Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!"
it marked the climax of the civil rights
movement. Adolph Hitler, John F.
Kennedy and Franklin D. Roosevelt also
possessed excellent speaking abilities.
"Public speaking is a valuable
skill, which may be difficult to master but
will only help you in your professional
and personal life,'" said Ryan. It can enable you to influence others by presenting yourself and your ideas in a clear and
intelligent manner. Be careful what you
say, "As the saying goes, once you say
something in public, you OWN it," said
Dr. Ryan.

Ten Tips to Better Public Speaking
by Dr. Margaret Wills
-Write your speech in regular language.
-Your speech should have a central theme.
-Offer listeners three main points.
-Ask your self, How will the audience
benefit from your speech?
-Practice, practice, practice!
-Begin your speech with a smile.
-Involve your listeners.
-Speak to, not at your audience.
-Make eye contact with your audience.
-Be yourself, only better.

Are you responsible, dedicated,
and willing to make a positive difference for the University's community? Then the Student Court
is for you. There are two justice positions to be filled for the 1998 - 99
school year. Applications are now
available in the FUSA office. Applications are due by Tuesday,
April 28. For more information
contact Chief Justice Rosa
Rebimbas at x2686.
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COSO honors Kadima
student leader
Megan Loiaconi
Contributing Writer
This month, the Council of Student Organizations has awarded Michael
Sohn the honor of Student Leader of the
Month for the accomplishments of
Kadima. First semester, Kadima sponsored
a lecture by the Director of Connecticut
anti-Defamation League. The subject of
this lecture, attended by over 200 people,
was Holocaust Revisionists and their
views. Kadima's main event for this semes-

ter was the Passover dinner, held on April
6. The proceeds of the 150 tickets sold
will go to benefit Prospect House.
Sohn, a senior, is a politics major who has hopes of career goals in Government, preferably in Congress. When
asked why he is so interested in government, he explained that he "loves the
hustle and bustle of it all."
Sohn is very pleased with the accomplishments of the organization, and
would like to point out that "none of it
would have been done without the enthusiastic members."
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Michael Sohn, student leader.

Beta Alpha Psi inducts
new members
Brian Huben
Contributing Writer
Thirty-five Fairfield University
juniors and seniors will be inducted into
the newly established Beta Alpha Psi Accounting Honor Society this Friday.
Beta Alpha Psi is a national scholastic and professional accounting honor
society of which only AACSB accredited
schools may have a chapter. Fairfield recently acquired this accreditation.
Membership is limited to junior
and senior accounting majors whose
G.P.A. overall and in their upper-level accounting courses is over a 3.0. "Along
with maintaining a G.P.A. over 3.0, these
students are also required to actively par-
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ticipate in their community," said Dr.
Dawn Massey, moderator of the honor
society.
Each initiate is required to perform some sort of service activity. "There
have been a few trips to local soup kitchens recently. We've also given tours and
spoken with potential Fairfield students
who want to study accounting," Katherine
Hartigan, '98 said.
These students have also had the
opportunity to meet professional accountants who can mentor them in their job
searches or in preparing for their CPA
exam. Fairfield is one of three schools in
Connecticut who has the prestigious
AACSB accreditation.

1

• Over 75 accredited courses
• French Immersion Program
• Fine Arts Program
• Advanced Photography and
Web Design Programs
• Cultural Excursions
For more information, call or write:
The American University of Paris
Summer Programs, Box S-2000
102 rue St. Dominique
75007 Paris, France
Tel. (33/1) 40 62 06 14
Fax (33/1) 40 62 07 17
New York office: Tel. (212) 983-1414
^r Web site - http://www.aup.fr
^ E-mail - Summer@aup.fr
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From the Editor's Desk...

C'LAA (S*W

Presented on the pages before you are the impassioned
stances of your fellow students on the issue of gay rights.
Behind these words are real people who struggle with their
sexuality, people who are eager to support these individuals
in their plight, and those who are not as sympathetic to
concerns of homosexuality.
Yet, what is most important to keep in mind as we read
these pages is our American right to freedom of speech. It
is human nature for each of us to develop his or her own
point of view by our individual lifetime experiences and
incidents. Let us not forget, the right to openly express
these perspectives is guaranteed by our government
Futhermore, it is the purpose of a publication like the
Mirror to act as your sounding board and echo these
diverse points of view.
So, I ask you to read with an open mind and open heart
Be sympathetic to things you may not understand, but also
be willing to respect diverse perspectives. Be aware that
controversial issues like gay rights may be a topic of
unending debate, and although this is the last issue of the
semester, we, at the Mirror by no means attempt to close
you off from rebuttal or corro bo ration. Rather, we invite
you to continue to voice your concerns as in the Fall '98
semester.
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Gay Jeans are not the way
A

John O'Dea
Commentary Editor
The issues raised by
Gay Jeans Day have continued
to dominate these pages, so I feel
that it would be appropriate to
respond to some of the points
raised in some of the letters to
the editor.
SAYSO Secretary
Marc Pechera stated in his letter, "We have people make a
conscious choice of whether
they want to wear jeans or not.
So if a student feels awkward or
uncomfortable, we want them to
feel that way- that is the whole
purpose of Gay Jeans Day." I
feel that this is an absurd statement. What would you hope to
accomplish with these tactics?
The issue of gay rights
is a very sensitive issue and one
which a lot of straight people do
not want to deal with. The
Catholic Church does not condone homosexuality. The fact is
that this school is a Catholic
school with a majority of the
people being Catholic. Many
people are fundamentally opposed to homosexuality, which

should be evident from the fact
that many of the Gay Jeans Day
flyers were ripped down almost
immediately after they were
posted.
To "enlighten" these
people is not -to force it down
their throats. I understand that
some people feel that the way
to have people deal with an issue is to force the issue into the
spotlight. I do not agree with this
method. If the purpose of Gay
Jeans Day is to make straight
people feel as uncomfortable as
gay people feel, then I truly believe you failed. I don't think
that Gay Jeans Day did anything
to change the way people think.
Many people simply did not
wear jeans. There was little discomfort; a feeling of annoyance
among those who chose to wear
shorts or khakis was predominant.
At the end of his article, Pechera said that the fact
that many students did not wear
jeans "showed how insecure one
can be about their sexuality." I
am extremely irked by this statement. I for one am very secure
in my sexuality. The fact that I

chose not to wear jeans does
nothing more than point to the
fact that I made a conscious
choice to withhold my support
for this issue. I propose that
those who had to have a Gay
Jeans Day in order to make them
feel better are the ones who are
insecure about their sexuality.
And again, accusing people of
being insecure about their sexuality will do nothing to garner
support for your cause.
In conclusion, I feel
that getting in people's faces and
making them feel uncomfortable
will do more harm than good.
Confrontation does no good.
There can be no peaceful solutions in a hostile environment.
If SAYSO wishes to make
changes on this campus, they
have to take a look at their tactics and determine if they are
making the right choices. It is
much easier to argue and be
closed minded, but in the end
nobody will win.
Editor's note: This article was
not placed strategically in the
final issue of the Mirror. It is
just a coincidence.

Give us Clam Jam or give us death
John O'Dea
Commentary Editor
It's that time of year
again. The weather is getting
warmer, classes are coming to an
end ... and the town of Fairfield
is again complaining about the
yearly event known as Clam
Jam.
What originally began
as a party for juniors and seniors
exploded into the official party
of the East coast, with people
coming from as far away as Boston to invade the Point for a
weekend. The town has hated
the event for years and would
like nothing more than for our
party to come to an end. In 1996,
Clam Jam reached its saturation
point as Fairfield was deluged
with high school students and
students from other schools.
Understandably, the
town was none too pleased with

the events of 1996. Last year,
there was an attempt to stop
Clam Jam from happening. We
were forced to make concessions
and that was not a problem. With
the changes made, the party
went off without a hitch. There
were nO problems and the
Fairfield University community
thought that we had smoothed
things over with the town.
That is until this year.
Again, Clam Jam met
with strong opposition and the
threat of lawsuits. I have but one
question for the townspeople:
Why are you still coming after
us? We have tried to make every
concession possible, and what
we did in the past proves that we
are a responsible part of the community. And that is a point which
you easily forget. We are a part
of this community.
. Things may have gotten out of hand in previous years,

but in cooperation with the town
we made sure that there would
be no problems. But apparently
that isn't enough. You all want
blood. We are college students
who, for one weekend, want to
enjoy ourselves and party with
our friends. Why is it so important to take that away from us?
Were none of you ever young?
As students, we pay a
lot of money to live here. There
are houses which cost $600 or
more per person every month at
the point. I would dare to say that
these houses are not worth that
much money.There is not that
much room and the utilities are
almost never included, yet we
continue to pay that price. I
rarely hear any landlords complain about the fact that they are
overcharging students to live off
campus.

continued on pg. 10
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Putting students in awkward position was the whole point
To the Editor:
Before I begin I just want to thank Mr.
O'Dea for sharing his opinion and view of
Gay Jeans Day. I appreciate the fact that he
voiced his concern to the whole community
instead of talking behind our backs. The one
great thing about his article is that, to a certain degree, it supported the whole meaning
behind the Gay Jeans Day ideal.
One of the first Gay Jeans Day events was
held in 1973 at Rutgers University in
Camden, New Jersey. It was part of a series
of events that celebrated Walt Whitman's
birthday. Today, Gay Jeans Day has traditionally coincided with 'National Coming
Out Day' (Oct. 11th), a holiday initiated by
the Human Rights Campaign in conjunction
with the National Coming Out Project.
SAYSO (Students for the Acceptance of Your
Sexual Orientation), as well as many other
college organizations, has adopted this event.
The purpose of Gay Jeans Day is to show
respect and support the rights of people of a
different sexual orientation who exist on the
campus and as a part of our community. In
no way is it meant to separate the "homophobic" population from those who support a
Gay Rights Movement. The reason why
jeans are chosen for such an event is because

they are "...one of the most common
items worn by students...", in fact they
are one of the most common pieces of
clothing everywhere. Many people put
on
a rr===rz=rrr==zz=zzz
pair of
jeans
everyd a y
witho u t
thinki n g
twice
about
it.. Deciding
to be
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
"out of
the closet" and being open about one's
sexuality should be "just as easy as
putting on a pair of jeans." Wearing
jeans on Gay Jeans Day shows support
for these students and assures them that
there are people on this campus that
they can safely open up to without the
threat of discrimination.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered students are part of an

"invisible" minority and find it frightening to "come out"- to be open about their
sexuality, which may protect them from
harm but causes shame because they are
:=^===z=rr=r^^^==: aware
that they
are living
a lie. In
fact, the
Stonewall
Speakers
that
spoke on
Gay
Jeans
Day said
——^^^^^—^^^^^—
that when
=
they hid
their sexuality from others they tried to
act as "heterosexual" as they could. They
also commented that before they became
comfortable with their sexuality they often fought their attraction to people of the
same sex. They did this by acting extremely homophobic and being exceedingly aggressive against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals, who
were able to do exactly what they them-

"On the actual day of Gay
Jeans Day many students
chose not to wear jeans
and this made the event a
complete success."

Gay Jeans Day: a choice you had to make
To the Editor:
In last week's issue of the Mirror,
John O'Dea wrote an article in which Gay
Jeans Day Was criticized. There were a number of points which he had made that I would
like to respond to.
First of all, he stated that there were
only two viewpoints that could possibly be
taken. Either that if a person wore jeans they
would be seen as a supporter of (gasp) gay
rights, or that if they didn't, they would be
considered homophobic. I would like to say
that these were not the only options. As one
of the people who organized the event, I recognized that there would probably be a number of people who wore jeans
■
and yet, do not support the rights
of gay, lesbian, and bisexual
people, as well as the fact that
there were a manifold of reasons
why people who do support gay
rights to not wear jeans.
Mr. O'Dea also later
said that if people wore jeans,
then they would be seen as supporters and would therefore be
"associated with SAYSO
whether they like it or not." I
found this line very disconcerting in that it shows that people :
on this campus are overwhelmingly preoccupied with the way other people see them,
as well as the fact that the people on this campus are seemingly fixated upon the image
which people display on the outside.
I don't see how the fact that somebody was wearing jeans on Gay Jeans Day
could all of a sudden make that person be
permanently labeled as something. In addition, it seems to me that what Mr. O'Dea
meant by "associated with SAYSO" might
have a different meaning than what he had
put forth. While I may be wrong about that
connotation, I do also recognize that this may
be a fear of many people on campus. In fact,
that was part of the reason why we maintained the idea of wearing jeans on that day.
Wearing jeans is an everyday thing, and if
somebody wears jeans on Gay Jeans Day, that
does not mean that they are gay, which seems
to be what a number of people who reacted
to the event made it seem. (This is all be-

sides the fact that it is still considered a
bad thing if somebody is thought of as
gay)In addition, the idea behind
Gay Jeans Day is a nationally organized
on the actual day. Accusing SAYSO of
being devious or manipulative in trying to trick people into giving support
to the rights of gay, lesbian, and bisexual people is a blatant untruth. At
most, one can only accuse us of being
unoriginal.
Another point which he made
in his article which I had found to be
very disturbing, was that he believed the

decided that the fact that they have to
think about the issue is unpleasant and
so have reacted against Gay Jeans Day
altogether.
Finally, I would like to disagree
with Mr. O'Dea's comment that the only
thing that could come out of Gay Jeans
Day is that we would irk people who do
not like to "have their causes chosen for
them." First of all, I would say that Gay
Jeans Day was very successful, and that
a number of good things came out of it.
Its publicity and presence around campus is a sign to anybody that is dealing
with sexual diversity issues to know that
there is support on campus and that they
are not alone in their struggle.
==^=
Secondly, Gay Jeans
Day gave every person on this
campus the opportunity to
show their support for the
cause of gay, lesbian, and bisexual people. In the past few
months that I have been trying to reorganize SAYSO
(you may have noticed that it
did not really exist last semester), a number of people came
up to me and asked me how
they could show support withi^EEzz out having joined SAYSO or
devoting a great deal of unavailable time
to the cause of gay rights. Gay Jeans Day
was the way in which these people could
do something. It did not place any people
who do not want to be identified as gay,
lesbian, bisexual, or as a heterosexual ally
in a bad position, while still giving them
an opportunity to do something to show
that they do support the cause.
The fact is that, by having an official Gay Jeans Day, we left it up to every individual to do whatever they wanted
to do. Since nobody could be judged for
wearing or not wearing jeans, the entire
day was devoted to allowing people to
personally choose for themselves whether
or not they wanted to wear jeans and why.

"Accusing SAYSO of being
devious or manipulative in
trying to trick people into
giving support to the rights of
gay, lesbian and bisexual
people is a blatant untruth."
issue is none of your business. I would
argue that in any issue which deals with
human rights, injustice, and the dehumanization of an entire group of people
would be anybody's business. However, not everybody believes that the
issue of gay rights deals with injustice
or the dehumanization of a group of
people. This is a decision which only
an individual can make. The fact that
Mr. O'Dea says that he does not know
much about the cause of gay rights does
not make him exempt, either.
If there is a major issue that
has major significance to the world
around him, it is his responsibility to
find out more information on that topic
so that you can take some sort of stance
on it. Gay Jeans Day is a way of having everybody think about the issue and
make some sort of decision about it.
However, some people seem to have

selves couldn't bring themselves to doSelf Acceptance of their Sexual Orientation.
So you see everyday lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender individuals must
make a choice of whether they should or
should not come out. Throughout the day
they are extremely careful not to make any
gestures, say any comments or give any
clue of their true sexuality. This minuteto-minute, day-to-day internal conflict
causes severe aggravation in many of
these people.
This is where Gay Jeans Day comes
into play. As I said before, jeans are a
commonly worn item that almost everyone wears. By advertising a "Gay Jeans
Day" we place people in the shoes of those
who live an alternative life-style. We have
people make a conscious choice of
whether they want to wear jeans or not.
So if a student feels awkward or uncomfortable, we want them to feel that way that is the whole purpose of Gay Jeans
Day. We want students to see what it is
like to be lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgendered on this campus, to realize
how uncomfortable it is to express themselves.
On the actual day of Gay Jeans Day
many students chose not to wear jeans and
this made the event a complete success.
The fact that so many students chose not
to wear jeans just supported how difficult
it is to be open about your sexuality on
this campus. I thank those few brave souls
who did wear jeans that day and I appreciate your effort and support.
Because Gay Jeans Day was such a
success we have already started organizing for the next Gay Jeans Day hopefully
in October so that it goes along with National Coming Out Day. This time we will
make sure we have more exposure on
campus. We are sorry for those people
who did not find out about Gay Jeans Day.
Unfortunately, two of our large posters in
the campus center were torn down as well
as a large banner that was placed in front
of the campus center. Of the 200 flyers
that were made, most were quickly and
consistently ripped down (many within
only an hour of being put up). Making
sure that these flyers were up and displayed was a struggle and an annoyance.
I thank everyone who helped putting up
the flyers and making sure that they were
kept up. For those who are responsible
for tearing down the signs, I don't understand your logic behind it. The signs was
not an attack on anyone and meant no
harm. There was no reason to engage in
such immature behavior.
I also understand that many students
and faculty members who were in support of the event could not wear jeans
because they simply did not own a pair.
For this reason we plan to distribute buttons and blue denim ribbons as an alternative to wearing jeans for support.
Well, I thank you once again for expressing your concern and I truly thank
all those who made an effort not to wear
jeans on Gay Jeans Day. Without you Gay
Jeans Day would not have been as successful as it was. You all showed how
insecure one can be about their sexuality
and also exposed the dire need for further
enlightenment on this campus. We members of SAYSO hope to provide that education as we prepare for next years events.
Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Brant Berndlmaier' 00
SAYSO President

Marc Pechara '00
SAYSO Secretary
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Cafeteria workers deserve more
respect
To the Editor:
A student cafeteria worker overheard the following coversation between
two students placing their dishes on the
conveyor belt.
"Hey, aren't you going to take out
the silverware?" said student 1, who removed her forks, knifes, and spoons thus
simplifying washing in the dish room.
"No, that's what they pay someone mininum wage for," said student 2.
Although that was a particularly vile comment, this student is not the only one harboring such views.
As a former Sodexho employee,
I'm continually outraged by many students' attitudes toward the cafeteria workers, in particular, the full-time staff. Many
students make spiteful comments about the
service or food, but, more often, they make
a mess. Every time someone empties the
salt over the table, throws a French fry
across the room, or leaves their filthy tray
behind, a worker has to put the extra effort to clean it up. Meanwhile, the culprits return to some frivolous activity.
Whether in good fun or just plain inconsiderate, many students act in a disrespectful manner.
The mistreatment of the cafeteria workers reveals a great deal of hypocrisy. Although a large portion of the student body participate in volunteer programs, many students treat the cafeteria
workers with hardly a shred of decency.
Don't the daily aquaintances of life deserve as much compassion as those encountered in service?
While the school has focused on
diversity, the cafeteria is one of the few
places that actually achieves it. The workers encompass all races, and come from

as far away as Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Ecuador, Poland, Greece and Hong Kong, and,
as nearby as Bridgeport. But, more importantly, they're a warm, friendly bunch.
While I'm not always enamored with the
food prospects, chatting with some of the
staff still brighten my monotonous days.
I can't understand why some students act so callously. Through the example
of my parents, a nurse and carpenter, I
learned the value of hard work and kindness
to others. Maybe some students never got
that lesson? But still, while many students
at Fairfield come from well-to-do families,
we should not forget one of our relatives
toiled like those at the cafeteria to earn a living. These workers deserve to be thanked
for their contributions to the Fairfield community, not viewed as mere servants.
Next time, you're in the cafeteria,
please think twice before you leave vegetables all over the salad bar, or spill chocolate sprinkles on the floor, or, worse yet,
complain because the line isn't moving fast
enough. Being a Sodexho employee is not
as easy as some would believe. I only
worked four a few hours a day, two times a
week, but after a taxing shift, I felt like a
misanthrope. The hours are long and the pay
could certainly be better, but, at the very
least, the workers should be appreciated by
the students.
Once, while shuffling glasses back
to the dish room, an older, Polish coworker
said to me "[You] work hard. You're good
to us." That brief comment meant more to
me that any trite compliment that so many
professors deal out on a regular basis. Now,
if we could only all treat the employees
"good."

Clam Jam

cont. from pg. 8

We are responsible people.
We know what needs to be done and
we do not need you to threaten us anymore. We understand you are upset,
but lighten up. It is only one weekend
a year. I doubt that Clam Jam will
lower property values across the
county. You should try and be a little
more understanding because lord
knows we have. We have tried to do

everything you have asked, but you are
continuously pushing for more. We would
appreciate it if you would please give us
a little breathing room.
All we want is to have some fun
for a weekend. At some point in all of your
lives, you must have wanted to do the
same. We are all in this together. Let's try
and make everything work out for both
sides.
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Sincerely, Robert Varley '98

!~How to cram for summer. ■

INTERIM WORK...
YOUR SUMMER INTERNSHIP.
Imagine...gettingpaidforyourinternship and so much more!
' Start your corporate networking before you graduate

• Earn money (for that cross-country graduation trip)

• Get your foot in the door to the company of your choice

• Become a living resume

• Learn about job opportunities that aren't advertised

• Decide what career track you-want to pursue

Instead of waiting at home for your resume to find you a job, why not work with Fortune 500
companies, earn money, enhance your skills arid meet those all important first contacts.
We currently have immediate job openings with the following industries:
• Consumer Products

• Business & Professional Services

• Financial Services

• Information & Communications

• Health Care & Pharmaceuticals

• Legal Services

Stamford, CT
203-967-3004
Fax: 203-967-4031

Shelton, CT
203-925-0050
Fax: 203-925-2605

Ad-van-tage
STAFFING SERVICES

Visit our web site: unvw.advstaff.com

$1 pays the first month's rent*.
j

It's amazing how much stuff you can cram into one Public Storage
rental space for the summer. It's even more amazing how little you'll pay.
We have lots of private spaces in many convenient sizes at affordable
monthly rates. Show your student ID and get the first month's rent for $1.

• Furniture, sports equipment • Household goods, books
• Business storage, too
• Temporary or long term

GROWTH, ADVANCEMENT

& ACHIEVEMENT

Find It At Shaw's
Focus your talents on a growing market. As one of the largest and fastest growing
supermarket chains in New England. Show's is strategically
positioned to further enhance and advance your career. Here at Shaw's,
we value commitment, support achievement, and inspire and reward

I
I
I

Bridgeport
299 Wordin Avenue
(1-95 at Wordin Ave., exit 26)

203-334-7544

innovation and imagination. Shaw's - we're completely focused on success.

S Public
Storage.

Two month minimum rental required. Present this ad for special offer. Offer subject to availability on selected sizes.
New rentals only. Does not include administration fees. Must show student ID. Offer expires June 30,1998.
Closed Memorial Day.

ALL POSITIONS/ALL SHIFTS
Weekend availability & flexible schedules for college students.
We offer a very competitive salary and full-time benefits including 401 (Ic). health and dental
plans, life and disability insurance, retirement account, paid training and tuition assistance.
Apply in person to: Shaw's Supermarkets, 1975 Black Rock Turnpike, Fairfidd.
An equal opportunity employer, M/F/D/V.

shows
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Looking for Some Adventure in Your Workout? Go Vertical
Peter Fox
Staff Writer
Usually, the last place most people
think to look when they want some excitement in their life is up. Go Vertical, the
largest artificial indoor rock climbing facility on the East Coast, which is located
in Stamford, has blossomed into amecca
for extreme sport enthusiasts, novice climbers, and fun seekers.
Whether you are tired of your traditional gym, searching for a challenge or
just out to have a great time, Go Vertical is
one spot in Fairfield County to find an adventure while getting a great work out.
Go Vertical, which first made its
home in an old warehouse in 1994, has
8,000 square feet of highly texturized
climbing surfaces. Some of its walls tower
to heights of up to 40 feet. There are as
many as 70 different routes to challenge
climbers of all skill levels.
"The purpose is not to climb to
the top or to climb quickly, it is to have
fun," said Howard Kanner, co-founder of
Go Vertical.
More exciting than your average
"run of the mill" workout at your local gym,
"indoor rock climbing is a sport that exercises both your body and mind," said
Kanner.

Aside from the physical aspect of
the sport, climbing contains a certain mental component as well. "It is as if you were
tryirg to solve a puzzle or you are making
moves like in a big chess game," said Rich
Rossi, a Fairfield University student and
novice climber.
A side
like
climbing requires
your
total
concentration
b e cause
"if you
oron't
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ting, where it feels as if everybody is challenging the wall, not each other. This social atmosphere is a welcome change when
compared too the competitive nature of
other gyms.
"Everyone there is rooting for you
to finish a climb," Rossi said. "It's really
cool
when
people
you
don't
^HfiSfiS
know
are
e n couraging
you
while
you
•
.
are 25
Mi:
A
feet
Photo: Peter Fox
off the
ground
in the middle of a climb."
Another highlight of the sport is
that "climbing doesn't discriminate against
men or women, therefore both sexes can
compete at an equal level," Kanner said.
If you haven't climbed before, but
would like to start, Go Vertical is the place
to get introduced to the sport. "It is a highly
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Peter Fox climbs ahead.
thinki n g
four or five moves ahead when you are
climbing you are going to get hosed,"
Kanner said.
Go Vertical can also be a great
place too meet people or to go and workout with your friends. The friendly and
helpful manner of the more experienced
climbers 1 lelps to create a team-like set-

***w
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managed facility with on hand instructors,
which allows you the greatest opportunity
to learn, while providing a safe climbing
environment," Kanner said. "Since we
have opened, not one customer has ever
been seriously hurt."
To prevent accidents, Go Vertical recommends a Getting Started" class:
a two-hour instructional lesson to teach the
fundamental climbing techniques to beginners, as well as simple instructions on how
to use the equipment. It also teaches you
the art of belaying, which is the process of
spotting a climber from the floor using
rope to prevent them from falling.
This onetime class is priced at
$60, which includes the equipment rental
for that day (usually $10) a day pass (also
for a day), and two additional day passes
(normally priced at $16 each) for use
within two weeks of the date of your 'Getting Started' class.
The classes are scheduled about
four or five times a week, at nights and on
weekends to accommodate your busy
schedule. They fill up fast, so to get more
information or too reserve your spot in the
class, call Go Vertical at 203-358-8767.
"Climbing is a great rush, and it
is a fun alternative to my usual gym routine," Rossi said. "I can't wait to go back."

FUSA President declares winner of annual drink fest
Michael Keegan
Staff Writer
Diego Maradona's "Hand of
God" goal for the Argentinian national
soccer team. The United States Olympic
basketball loss to the Soviet Union in
1972. The Fairfield University keg races
on April 18,1998.
How are these things related?
They are all competitions that have been
surrounded by controversy.
Maybe the keg races are on a
slightly lower level. The World Cup Trophy was not at stake and an Olympic Gold
Medal was not stolen from the true victors. In fact, there was no prize at all. But
to the girls involved, the bragging rights
mean everything.
For those of you not familiar
with the keg races, they consist of about
15 minutes of binge drinking mixed with
excessive vomiting. Teams consisting of
ten girls dressed in t-shirts with crudely
suggestive slogans written on them race
to see who can finish a quarter keg of beer
first. They usually result in the contestants being covered with beer and vomit
and rolling around in the sand or throwing themselves in the Sound. The first
team to bring an empty keg to the judges
is declared the winner.
Last Saturday, a team consisting
)f junior girls from the Zoo and the Honey
noon Cottage finished their keg and
irought it up to the judging area and be;an celebrating. Several moments later,

a team of girls from the Smoking Bishop
and the Lighthouse brought their keg to
the judging area. Soon after, the remaining kegs had all been returned.
With all the confusion and total
drunkenness, there some doubt about
which keg the Zoo/honeymoon Cottage
team had returned. Several of the kegs
were not totally empty. Tempers flared
and a debate began about who should be
declared the winners.
Several groups of girls pointed
to the Zoo/Honeymoon Cottage team and

team.
"I carried the keg and threw it
on to the deck with one hand. There's no
way I could have done that if it wasn't
empty," said Zoo/Honeymoon Cottage
team member Rebecca Clark.
FUSA President Michael Piagientini was there to witness the controversial decision. "As student body president,
it is my duty and I cannot tell a lie. I can
honestly say that they kicked the keg. ...
They finished a far and away first. They
were outstanding drinkers and they really

"As student body president, it is my duty and I
cannot tell a lie. I can honestly say that they kicked
the keg.... They finished far and away first. They
were outstanding drinkers and they really impressed me."
-FUSA President Mike Piagientini
chanted "Cheaters! Cheaters!" After several minutes of debate, the judges, Theda
Doane, Jessica Graham and Emily June,
announced that the Smoking Bishop/
Lighthouse team was the winner.
The Zoo/Honeymoon Cottage
team was shocked when they heard the
announcement. "I was holding the tap.
We definitely kicked the keg," said Audra
Makuch of the Zoo/Honeymoon Cottage

impressed me," Piagientini said.
At the time, the Smoking
Bishop/Lighthouse team was not fully
aware of the controversy surrounding the
decision. "Once I heard that we won,, I
just started celebrating," said Kristi
Reidway of the Smoking Bishop. "I wore
my T-shirt all night."
Officially, we came in second,
but we were declared the winners because

they found a partially full keg near the
winners. ...We saw them at Mike's later
and we told them they probably should
have won," said Dina Friemann of the
Smoking Bishop.
These events call into question
the judging procedure of the keg races.
"They need to have a more effective way
of determining who wins. They should
make sure there are judges present or
mark the kegs," said Ann Marie Spota of
the Lighthouse.
"It was hard to tell with all of
the confusion, but I'd say that the Zoo and
the Honeymoon Cottage probably deserved to win," said keg race judge Theda
Doane.
Both teams were very sportsmanlike about the situation. The keg races
are not a serious competition. They are
merely an event intending to start off a
day of fun.
"The keg races are to promote
competitive spirit. They did that. It's supposed to be a day of good fun. I'm sorry
if there are any hard feelings," Friemann
said.
"We're not really upset about it.
We'll be back to win it next year," said
Erin Collins of the Zoo.
"I'm sorry about the controversy
but everyone still had a lot of fun," Doane
said. If the teams really want to the Big
House would be happy to sponsor a
rematch for the top four teams next weekend."
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Cheek out Jon Rogers:
The Mighty Purple of Royalty
Brian Kelly
Staff Writer
Up the block the neon letters
•glow "BAR," telling me that I have arrived to that favorite little spot of New
Haven. It is here that I am to meet with
the "Elm City's" six year old phenomenon Mighty Purple. Their show tonight
is to take place here, amid the colored
lights that hang from the exposed rafters
and wash the three bars found within Bar.
And for all of its controlled urban revel atmosphere, with driftwood
trees ornamenting a dance hall, it boasts
of what is the biggest brick oven that most
people will ever see their pizza baked in,
adding a certain nostalgic feeling of being home. Much like being in Mighty
Purple.
Past the huge brewing vats that
reach the ceiling I recognize Jon as he
excuses himself from the table of people
he is talking to. He rises, his thin, wiry
body quietly dressed in loose black slacks
and a generous black fleece sweater,
masking his volatile stage energy.
His long blond hair that a few
of my female friends have admitted to
lusting after has been cropped just short
enough so as to still have its own personality when he moves. A thin trace of a
mustache on his youthful face finishes off
my observation as he approaches me with
his hand out to mine, and we reacquaint
ourselves.
Jon hasn't said much as we go
somewhere quieter to talk, but the intensity of what it is to be Jon radiates from
him as he sits Indian-style on an arm
chair, his hands disappearing into his
sleeves. "I often find that the more I learn
in life the less I am inclined to speak," he
says. "So in my quiet times - well that is
mostly wheels churning. If you had a
computer screen on me you would see one
of those clocks incessantly turning."
I fear that Jon's voice will not
be picked up by my tape recorder which
is right in front of us, because he is so
quiet and reserved. As we talk about the
history of the band, Jon explains that the
departure of their long time drummer Will
Mix in the fall of 1996 was due to artistic
vision - Mix did not want to go out on a
limb and experiment with sound as much
as possible.
The key to Mighty Purple is the
experimentation that goes on. Of course,
the biggest experiment is the one which
they are living day to day - music as a
career.

"There is a lot more to life than
originally thought, and if you always
knew it and didn't know how to Realize
that knowledge, start exploring," he suggests as he responds to my provoking him
to be more responsive. "The first step is
to let yourself go crazy Start believing
all those strange things that are genuinely
inexplicable experiences in your own
life."
"It was definitely a conscious decision during high school that this was going to be 'it;' I think mostly because we
finally realized that you have to do something really important with your life, or
'Why bother doing life?'. We really realized that we could actually reach a lot of
people. I left high school early with the
ethic that I would succeed and survive in
the world better than anyone else without
graduating. With my family's background, a lot of people are home schooled
and still do well—"
The internalizing of art comes up
again, as does his love of books. "You already understand the world in the 'downto-earth sense'. You have since age fifteen.
Rimbaud, the French poet, said that instead of buckling down to his mundane
world, he preferred a "boozy nap on the
beach". There is a reason for that. Each
of us knows inside that there is 'more' but
has no idea what that 'more' is.
Usually that feeling just goes
into the "needs Prozac" bin. I have had
many artist friends who lost their passion
to these new 'mind drugs'. If you are depressed... step back from your life and
come and hang out with me. People don't
need that much to live, and there is too
much to explore and do." Upon his saying this, I remember that he gives out his
phone number a lot, inviting people to talk
and discuss, a bold step for an artist who
comes across as very "internal".
Jon refers to experimentation
quite often. When the subject gets to the
departure of Will Mix, his artistic philosophies come into play.
"Just about in everything, the
growing pains (in the band) we really got
all out that we could with Will. We
reached a certain point where we were
heading to try certain things, and go out
on a few more limbs, and he really wasn't
into it. And it's kinda funny, because a
lot of the things that he wanted we'll probably end up achieving, in a very round
about way - we needed to go experiment,
and try new things."
Evolution had led them last year

to try bringing a percussionist into the
band, in order to add extra sonic flavor. However, that was short lived; one
major reason being the resolution involved and preferring a more stable
life. "It's taken a lot of commitment
to stick with this. Your looking at a
bunch of guys who haven't eaten for
long periods of time," says Jon, and I
see how thin he is to begin with. "But
during the good shows, you get it back.
We get kids coming up to us after
shows, saying, 'Hey, I got chills during your show.'
The time for their performance comes around; though, as I have
said, Jon lives as a performance. At
ten o'clock, the audience that is packed
into Bar sees the activity on the little
stage that sits in front of the enormous
garage door that opens to the street in
the summer.
Whistles sound, and conversation speeds up, as people finish talking. Jon picks up his guitars, making
sure they are in tune, and then makes a
final check to power up the rest of the
electronic gear needed to put on an
acoustical performance these days.
With keyboard, amp, and electrical
cables snaking about his feet and the
rest of the band, the looks up at his
brother Steve, Purple's singer, signaling that he is ready.
Steve greets the audience in
what always seems like an uncertain
voice while on stage, as though he is

just like everybody on the floor, and he feels
uncomfortable thinking that the audience
might think that he is above them, or otherwise removed from them by Planet Rock Star.
"Good evening, we're Mighty Purple, and
thanks for being here," Everybody in the
place starts applauding loudly. "Way back
when, we played some of our early shows
here, back in the day...It is nice to be back
here..."
With that, the transformation is
complete, as Jon erupts next to him with the
flurry of chords that start off "Story," a song
from their second album. It is here where
Jon really comes into his own, and it is easy
to see why the girls fall in love with him.
Steve is charismatic and makes eye contact
with the audience, sharing looks with them,
nodding and smiling to those of us singing
along - he knows who the fans are and appreciates it. Jon, on the other hand is off in
his own world entirely.
With his eyes closed, head tilted
back, and his mouth open, he starts to shake
with emotion and tense energy. He holds his
guitar pick up while sustaining a chord, as if
plucking each word he sings with his brother
out of the air and sings it for the very first
time, and that word will never be sung again
in the same way.
Poised with his legs bent, swaying
back and forth and floating lightly across the
stage, it is as if he is preparing to launch himself into a state of oblivious revel, where the
music is something to be swum in. As their
song says, it is only a miracle that he manages to "Keep (his) Head Above Water."

James Carter
Fit, Apr. 24
8 PM

Chamber Music
Society of
Lincoln Center
Sat., May 2,8 PM

<^
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

The Quick Center's own arts circus
Sat./Sun., June 13 & 14
12 and 3 PM

Networking- Reception
Associates of Westport is holding a Networking Event on
Thursday, April 30th, from 4:00pm - 8:00pm
Join us after hours to share ideas, express concerns, or simply say "hello".
Specializing in the administrative support, travel and information technology
industries, our personnel counselors will be actively recruiting for a variety of
positions and are looking forward to meeting some new faces!
Don't forget. . .bring an updated copy of your resume.

Quick FOR
Center
THE AIMS
Fairfield

We are currently recruiting for:
Executive Assistants
Administrative Assistants
Receptionists
Customer Service Representatives
Corporate & Leisure Travel Agents
Help Desk, PC Support Network Professionals
LANAVAN

UNIVERSITY

Our temp and permanent divisions are exploding with some great opportunities!
Now is your chance to learn more about
Associates of Westport
and how we can help your career path.

All are welcome!
phone (203) 291-7900

180 Post Road East, Westport, CT
Pleas* call to R.S.V.P.

fax (203) 291-7912

JK

OFFICE
203-254-4010

50%
Discount at
all times
for
Fairfield
students
and staff

Day of show
RUSH tickets
only
$5
for FU
Students
&
Staff
(10 am 5 pm)
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International Buffet

irror's first ever foreign
correspondent: Bryan Fitzgerald
Bryan Fitzgerald
Contributing Writer

Kristen Sullivan
A&E Editor Enteritis
Your friends are craving ItalianAmerican food, and you're dying for Chinese. Unless you decide to go the food
court at the mall, you might have a problem. But with the March Grand Opening
of the International Buffet, the new Chinese-Mongolian, Italian-American buffet,
which recently opened in Fairfield, combining all your favorite foods will never
be a problem again.
Although the restaurant is hidden
behind a Sunoco station, the selection of
delectables is incredible. The restaurant
boasts four buffet counters of pork,
chicken, rice, soup, fruit and desserts. And
for the Chinese connoisseur, why not create your own entree with the help of a chef
at the skillet counter. Combine all of your
favorite items into a scrumptious omelet,
stir-fry or soup.
The all you can eat buffet features
100 items daily, including BBQ spareribs,
mussels, sushi rolls, fried dumplings,
chicken, pork, crab legs, lo mein, shrimp;

Sample the tasty selections.
American favorites such as roast beef, turkey, mashed potatoes, and Italian selections like lasagna, ravioli and pasta. After
gorging yourself on these dejicacies, try
the sugar donuts, fresh fruit, pudding or
ice cream to finish off a hearty meal.
"The sugar donuts were my fa-

vorite-I couldn't get enough of them," a
sophomore remarked.
International Buffet chefs,
Freddie Lau and David Pan, have over 18
years experience preparing Mongolian,
Italian and American cuisine. They suggest that customers dine in the restaurant
to fully experience the flavor of the food,
insisting "the fun and the art of eating
Mongolian Barbecue is in the sauce."
Pan and Lau suggest that patrons
experiment with the various sauces such
as soy sauce, sesame oil, garlic, chili pepper and ginger. "Create your own flavor
to suit your taste, or allow the chef to add
his own special sauce mixtures. It's a
great venture to alter the ingredients and
flavoring every trip," Pan says.
The International Buffet is
opened Sunday through Thursday from
11a.m. to 10:30 p.m. and Friday, Saturday and Holidays from 11 a.m. until 11
p.m. Lunch and dinner are served every
day for $5.99 and $9.29, respectively. Stu-

Photo courtesy of International Buffet
dents receive a ten percent discount by
showing a student ID. Take out is available, but for the true buffet experience,
dine in.
"There was very friendly service and the
restaurant was clean. And the all you can
eat shrimp was a great surprise," sophomore Karen Affinito says.

International Buffet (AU-YOU-CAN-EATJ
1139 Post Road Fairfield
(Behind Sunoco Station)
Tel: 254-9888
254-9777
For Free Delivery, please call
255-9596 (minimum $10.00)

Weekday Lunch: $5.99
Dinner $9.29
Weekends and Holidays: $9.99
Beverages: $0.99 Party Space Available

You can even get 10% off by simply showing
your student photo ID (dine-in only)
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
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Halo Studenten ( or "hello students,
in German)! I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you, the literate members of the Fairfield University community. Ich
hiesse Bryan ("my mane is Bryan") and I am a
mature twenty year old sophomore in spite of
what my fake ID reads or what I've told some
cute, unsuspecting female freshman. Mein
Hauptfach ("my major") is International Business, referred to as "overseas exploitation" in
some circles, and meine Nebenfacher ("my minors") include German and the wildly popular
and equally demanding TV/Film. I have to admit, unfortunately, that I was not attracted to
Fairfield, at first, for its cultural diversity or overwhelming breadth of campus activities.
Unbeknownst to my friends, or friend,
and colleagues here on campus, I was originally
drawn to the university for its now defunct, but,
at one time, promising Spelunking team. Many
obstacles and "political red tape" kept this cavernous division one sport from taking form "like
a stalagmite." The supply of helmets and accompanying flash lights, originally set aside for
the Spelunking team, which consume a whopping 10 percent of the school's annual budget,
are utilized by the Campus security respectively
as "safety biking helmets" and weapons to blind
those car jackers in the processing of stealing
student vehicles. Or taking them "out for a test
drive" as their lawyers would attest to. A lack
of caves also proved to be a hindrance as well.
Spelunking "meets" are blessed with huge
crowds, composed of miners, "Morlocks" and
retired members of the underground railroad,
but a problem arises when less people leave
the cave than the number of those that had entered it at he start of the meet.
In spite of this extracurricular setback,
which has cost the school millions of dollars in
lost revenue from TV contracts and red and
white hard hats emblazoned with that infectious stag, I am very much involved socially in
the Fairfield community. Besides serving as vice
president of ball room dancing, I host both a
radio and TV program broadcasted from stations conveniently located on our very own campus. Yes, that's right, Fairfield is home to the
Ham Channel, hidden in the bellows of Xavier
Hall, and WVOF 88.5, located on the first floor
of Regis Hall. Both types of campus media share
a lack of popularity due to the fact that increased
spending on athletics has resulted in a "clothes
hangar and tin foil contraption" acting as the
transmitter for both the radio and television stations.
I hope to add to my bedazzling list of
activities, "Mirror Foreign Correspondent."
Next year I am embarking upon a year long
academic excursion to Deutschland, or at least

that's the spiel I give to my parents. "Why travel
to Germany?" or "waste your time writing for
the Mirror?" are questions frequently posed to
me. This reaction to my study abroad plans is
not out of the ordinary. Students who further
their drinking or learning overseas typically do
so in Spain, France, Italy, or Acapulco over
Spring Break and spend a semester or less if
deported. Prior to my initial year at Fairfield, I
wasted eight years of my academic life taking
Spanish. To this day, I have trouble ordering food
in "Taco Bell." I always get sour cream and Coke
as those are the lone menu items listed in English. What the hell is "Gordita?" Can someone
please inform me?
My Freshman year, Ich studierte ("I
studied") German under the enthusiastic and inspiring Frau Bjork-Goldfield and have continued this year with the stern, yet understanding
Frau Wilkinson. Besides becoming a proficient
speaker in German, my studies "vor Sprache"
("of the language") have instilled within me a
deep appreciation of the people and culture of
Germany. However, my interest in the phlegmatic language began at an early age. I faintly
remember watching the classic German submarine film, no not "80,000 Leagues Under the
Sea," but, rather, "Das Boot" (translated, in that
trademark German creative strain, "The Boat."
Too young to read the pretentious dialogue, I
would grow bored and whine "Mommy, why
are the men spiting at each other?" In her drone
motherly tone, mom replied, "It's just the German language dear. Can you please pass
mommy the bowl of milk duds?" A trip to the
"German beer gardens" also proved to spark my
interest of German even more.. Or more specifically, the trip sparked my interest in the under garments of the "duetschen Frauen (German
honeys) that were revealed as they danced
around the Maypole.
Now that I have acquainted myself
with you, substantially more than anyone as of
yet, in the "Bea Arthur " chat room, I beckon
you to hop into my "gondola" as I will be your
personal German tour guide. Together we'll chat
down on some Bratwurst, drink root beer, pig
out on Bavarian chocolate, tour castles, pick up
foreign women, and dance to the Techno beats
until "wir konnen nicht mehr tanzen" (we can
dance no more). This foreign correspondence
will aim to disgust, entertain, cleanse, as well
as rinse, and enlighten those ready, willing, and
able of a country whose reputation has historically been blackened by sour foreign relations
and of recent a love affair with David Hasselhoff
(translated "no talent, but fascinating hair" )
Your tour of Deutschland will begin every column in the Mirror. So remember, arrive on time,
as German sticklers for punctuality, there'll be
no flash photography, please neither feed nor
salute the locals, and most importantly, Viel
Spass ( "have fun")!

Student
Operations
Assistant Wanted
for Student Support Services
Assist Administrative Staff with
Peer Tutorial Program
10 hours per week
Beginning Fall 1998 through
Spring 1999 Please contact
Linda Tribuzio,
ext. 2445

Sports
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Purple Eagles St Golden Griffins €ause
double trouble for Stag Softball
Fairfield suffers doubleheader sweeps at hands ofMAACfoes
Brad Tarr
Sports Editor
If you were to ask Fairfield athletes
what trip on the schedule they dread the
most, it is the one to Buffalo. Besides
the weather being miserable, it seems as
though Niagara and Canisius always produce quality teams in just about every
sport. Softball is no exception.
When Fairfield opened up against the
Purple Eagles of Niagara on Saturday the
18th, they were the possessors of a 2020 overall record, including a 6-2 mark
in the MAAC. The Stags knew however,
that wins would not come easy.
"We knew we needed to win going into
the weekend," junior second baseman
Dana Young said. "We were focused
mentally."
Senior Rachel Aponte took the mound
in the opener. Aponte pitched admirably, picking up four strikeouts and walking only one. And despite giving up
seven runs, only one was earned.
The offense for Fairfield struggled, as
they were only able to muster three hits
in seven innings. The players garnering
a base knock, were Young, shortstop
Cristen Clark, and catcher Amy Booth.
Two other Stags, Aponte and senior
leftfielder Jen Derouin reached base via
a walk.
When all was said and done, the Stags
fell 7-0 to the Purple Eagles. Aponte's
record sank to 10-8.
Fairfield still remained hopeful that the
second game would produce a victory,
but it was not meant to be as they dropped
an 8-6 squeaker. This time it was pitcher
Joanna Nelson picking up the loss.
In five innings, Nelson gave up seven
runs, five of them earned, on five hits and
five walks. Before Aponte took over in
the fifth, Nelson fanned four batters.
Aponte, over the last two innings, gave
up two hits, an earned run, and walked
two.
Fairfield wouldn't lay down and die.
They fought back with timely hitting, especially from Booth, senior Dhani
Chinalai, and freshmen third baseman

Kelly Ellis.
Booth, went l-for-2 with an RBI and a
run scored. She also managed to swipe a
base. Chinalai, in her first at-bat since
suffering a once-believed, season-ending,
shoulder seperation, doubled and tallied
an RBI. Ellis went l-for-2 with an RBI
and two runs scored.
Unfortunately, as if injuries haven't
plagued the Stags enough this season,
Amy Booth severely dislocated her right
ankle in a collision at first base near the
end of the contest.
Now, the Stags, hanging on to a 6-4
record in the conference, were faced with
an unfavorable situation. Having already
lossed both games of a doubleheader the
day before, Fairfield was to go up against
an even stronger Canisius team on Sunday.
"After the games on Saturday, we were
disappointed that we had lost. But at the
same time, we realized that we didn't play
terribly," Young said. "We remained optimistic going into Canisius."
The Stags were done in by a seven-run
third inning at the hands of the Golden
Griffins, and lost 10-0 in four innings.
The loss put them below .500 at 20-21,
and more importantly, lowered their
record in the conference to 6-5. Nelson
suffered the defeat on the mound.
Ellis, along with sophomore catcher
Katy Hurdle, gathered one hit apiece off
of the winning pitcher, Canisius' Kristina
Chavez.
In the second game, Rachel Aponte
pitched well enough to win. Aponte scattered eight hits, while giving up two
earned runs and walking two.
On the offensive side, it was Hurdle that
garnered the Stags' lone RBI, with a
single. Ellis led the team with two hits,
and Aponte, Clark, first baseman Missy
Powers, and centerfielder Theresa
O'Connor, the team's leading hitter (.430
BA), each had one to their credit.
After seven hard-fought innings,
Fairfield bowed to the Golden Griffins,
2-1. The loss was a difficult way to end
an already tough weekend. The Stags had
watched their 6-0 conference record, even

Optometric Assistant/Technician
Optometric Assistant/technician for busy Wcstport eye doctor. This position
provides a unique blend of business and technical activities. It is an excellent
opportunity to translate academic knowledge into practical, tangible skills.
We seek,a reliable, aggressive team member who is personable, self-directed and
well motivated. We offer a secure, stable position in a growing practice.
Special training is given in the areas of:
- basic optics (eyeglass lenses and contact lenses)
- ocular anatomy
- physiology-the biology of the eye and related structures
- diseases of the eye and related general health conditions
- ocular medications and contact lens solutions
-psychology of patient management
- business management systems
- telemarketing
- records management
- financial and cash management
- computer applications and operations
- word processing
- spreadsheet
- database
Call 226-9426 between 9:45 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. and/ or send your resume to:
Dr. Robert L. Ross
500 Post Rd.. East suite 280
Westport, Conn. 06880
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Through Sunday, Dana Young was among the Stags' leaders in hitting (.289) and fielding
with (.947).

out at 6-6. They were now two games under .500 at 20-22 overall.
With their final four conference games
coming this week against Marist and Manhattan, Fairfield is in, what some would call,
a must-win situation, at least as far as making the postseason is concerned. In fact, they
played Marist on Tuesday, but the results
were unknown as this story went to press.

This season is far from over. The
Stags are pumped and still find themselves in a position to eclipse last year's
success.
"We can't dwell on what happened
over the weekend," Young said. "At this
point, we, as a team, are forced to look
ahead at our remaining MAAC games,
as well as to making the postseason."

Women's Rugby a success at
Ruggers Spring Classic
Carrie Johnson
Contributing Writer
The Fairfield University women's
rugby team had a strong showing in the
Ruggers Spring Classic. Fairfield finished
second in its division, and fourth overall. The
Ruggers Classic is the largest men's and
women's college rugby tournament in the
United States. The Ruggers played three
games in total, finishing with one win, one
loss, and one tie.
Fairfield went up against Sacred
Heart, the top team in its division, in its first
game. The Stags dominated the first half,
making several powerful drives. In the second half, Sacred Heart made a try, but
Fairfield countered with one of its own.
Shannon "Wildwoman" O'Grady made the
final push to the try zone, ending the game
in a 5-5 tie.
In the second game, Fairfield was
able to shake off the brutal and unsportsmanlike force of Marist, and post a 12-5 victory.
Amy "Lucky Charms" Locandro made two
perfect tries in the second half. Locandro

displayed her "Heisman maneuver" for
the two tries. Defensively, the Stags
held strong against constant pressure,
limiting Marist to just one try.
Fairfield's final game was
against Dartmouth. In this match, the
Stags started off slow, but got progressively better and put forth one of their
best efforts ever. With constant pressure in the try zone, Dartmouth finally
gained one try. In the second half,
Fairfield was within 20 yards of the
game-tying score. However, the Stags
couldn't push the ball across the try
zone, and suffered a hard-fought 5-0
loss.
The team believes that this
tournament was inspirational and a
great motivating force for the fall season. In addition, the Lady Ruggers
were voted the prettiest women's rugby
team in the tournament.
The team would like to thank
Chris Post, Brendan Kilroy, and Paul
for their coaching.
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Stags knock off perennial power Vermont by a goal
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor Emeritus
For the Fairfild University
women's lacrosse team, Good Friday,
the holy day which just passed two
weeks ago, was actually a great Friday.
That's because the Stags scored an impressive, 10-9 victory over the University of Vermont, one of the top women's
lacrosse programs in the Northeast.
"It was just a great team performance," head coach Kathryn Vignati
said. "Everyone was on the same page
and everything seemed to click. We definitely played our best lacrosse of the
year in that game."
In defeating Vermont, Fairfield
avenged last year's 19-8 loss, back when
the Stags were in their first year of existence as a varsity sport. But a year of
experience, coupled with some new
faces, helped make .the difference this
time around.
"We're a different team this
year," Vignati said. "No one cares about
the individual statistics. We just want
to play good lacrosse and win some
games."
However, there were some
great individual performances in the
Vermont game. Freshman Jess Jordan
was Fairfield's top scorer with four goals
and one assist. Colleen Cunningham
also chipped in with three goals and one
assist. Kate Riitano anchored the Stags'
defense, leading the team with five
caused turnovers, while sophomore
goalie Kandiss Kulp came up with eight
big saves.
Despite the big win over Vermont, Fairfield struggled a bit in its next
two games, losing to both Lehigh and
Monmouth.
In the 14-6 loss to Lehigh last
Monday, the Stags were not at full
strength, and that played a big part in
the outcome. With JoAnne McConnach
and Kelly Peabody sidelined with injuries, Farifield was forced to play without any substitutes. The Stags did manage to score four goals in the last five
minutes, but it was too little, too late.
"The injuries hurt us, but we
did not play as well as we should have,"
Vignati said. "We would have liked to
have done better after that big win over

photo: Sports Info. & Double N Photo.

The leadership of sophomore Kristina Sullivan
has been an integral part of the Stags' success.

Vermont. But the defense did play their
hearts out. They did a great job, considering how much the ball was on our end
of the field."
This past Sunday, Fairfield
dropped an 18-6 decision to Monmouth.
Mental mistakes and missed opportunities by Fairfield proved to be the deciding factor.
"We were overeager on defense,
committed too many fouls, and just could
not put the ball in the net," Vignati said.
"And Monmouth took advantage of our
mistakes."
The Stags, now 6-5 on the season, will close out their second year as a
varsity sport with matches against the
University of Connecticut, Siena, Marist,
and Columbia in the next week.
"I couldn't be prouder of this
team," Vignati said. "We're young, and
we're still doing really well. We're looking forward to these next four games, and
I don't see why we shouldn't be able to
walk away with four victories."

Men's Lax continued from p. 16
hattan goalkeeper Matt Foudi continued,
as nine other Stags would score in this
match. The Jaspers, who have lost all
five of their MAAC games this season,
could not keep up with the talented
Stags, who eventually would tie a school
record with 25 goals scored. Matt
Callaghan ended up with six points, and
Andy Smet had a breakthrough game
with three points. Clearly, this was a
game that Fairfield was supposed to win,
and it did just that.
The Stags refused to allow
themselves a let down when it took on
St. Joseph's in Philadelphia. The game,
however, proved to be far more difficult
than the previous one. Unlike in the
Manhattan game, Fairfield came out flat.
Fairfield's offense was stagnant and its
scorers could only muster two goals. By
the end of the first period, the Stags
found themselves down by four goals,
6-2. With the help of Callaghan's play

(four goals), Fairfield was able to roar
back with an outstanding second period,
eventually leading 9-8 at the half. In the
second half, the Stags rattled off six unanswered goals, and the Hawks were never
able to recover from Fairfield's offensive
burst.
Overall, the Stags stand at 7-4,
and 6-0 in the MAAC. Their superb play
has placed them at #6 in the New England
Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association poll.
This means that Fairfield is among very
elite company this season, and is making
a name for itself on the national scene.
Fairfield's contest against Brown University will be a huge out of conference New
England match-up, as the Bears are one
of the five schools ranked higher than
Fairfield within the region. To round out
its schedule, Fairfield will travel to Chestnut Hill, MA, to take on rival Boston College on the 29th, followed by a trip to
Mount Saint Mary's on May 2nd.
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Athletes of the Week
Tom
Lupusznick
Lupusznick, a
sophomore from
Leonardo, NJ
played a huge role
for the baseball
team over this past
weekend. Against
Providence
Lupusznick went
4-4, including the
game winning twoout, two-run double.
In game 2 of a
doubleheader
against St. Peter's,
he had two RBI's
on 4 hits leading
Fairfield to a
Saturday sweep.

Jessica
Jordan
Jordan, a
freshman
from Hartford,
CT played a crucial role in the 109 women's lacrosse victory
over the Catamounts of Vermont. In helping
avenge last year's
11 point setback,
Jordan scored 4
goals and added
an assist to lead
Fairfield to a
10-9 victory.

Hackers wedge in at 13th
Finish mid-pack at Yale Invitational
Troy Beaudoin
Staff Writer
On April 5th, the Fairfield University men's golf team finished 13th out
of 26 teams at the Yale Invitational Golf
Tournament.
The Stags were led by freshman Chip Ciconte, who shot an impressive 77 despite weather conditions at the
Yale Golf Club which were far from
conducive to quality play and low
scores.
"Considering the weather conditions, Chip's score was much better
than it sounds," head coach Dan
McCabe said. "Chip's play has given
us a boost, and the fact that he's a freshman only makes us hope for good things
to come."
Brian Schunk, a junior, was the
next best scorer for the Stags, shooting
an 82 amidst some of the worst weather
of the tournament.
"Brian played well despite terrible condtions," McCabe said. "Brian
is starting to come around, and hopefully he'll get back to where he was last
season."
Fairfield's next best finisher
was the usual number one, Craig
Anzlovar. Anzlovar shot a disappoint-

ing 84 en route to one of his poorest performances in the past two years. Despite
having a tough day in the Yale tournament,
Anzlovar is expected to play well in the
upcoming New England Championships.
"Craig's play was a really big let
down for us," McCabe said. "We expect a
lot from him, and when he doesn't play up
to par, the team, many times, flounders."
The final two scorers, Mike
McAdams and Jack Hammond, both shot
86 for the day. McCabe noted that the two
have been working diligently on their
games and are slowly making their way
up the ranks on the team.
Finishing with a team total of
329, the Stags were a mere three or four
strokes away from finishing in the top ten.
However, the weather threw a major cog
into the final outcome.
Next weekend, the Stags will
travel to Green Valley Country club in
Rhode Island to play in the URI Invitational. Some of the best teams in the East
will be featured in the tournament, including Villanvoa, Yale, and the home team,
URI.
"Our goal at the URI tournament
is to play well and finish in the top ten,"
McCabe said. "If we bring it all together
and Craig plays well, we could shoot a very
low score."
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Matthew Payne
Staff Writer
After
a
dismal
midseason, the Fairfleld University baseball team has won four
of its last five games. The team
is currently 7-11 in the South Division of the MAAC, and 13-21
overall. The Stags dropped a
close one to intra-state rival
Central Connecticut state last
Wednesday, but bounced back
with an impressive victory over
Big East member Providence
College the next day. The Stags
went on to sweep St. Peter's
College this past Saturday, but
split two games with the Peacocks when they met again on
Monday.
In New Britain, CT, the
Stags relinquished a four run
lead (8-4) to Central Connecticut State in the bottom of the
eighth inning, and this cost them
the game. The Blue Devils
scored a run in the bottom of the
ninth to seal the 9-8 victory.
Four Stags had multihit performances in this game,
as the squad tallied 12 hits in
total. Christian Jung, Joe
Fitzgerald, and Jim Gale had
two hits apiece, and Toohill had
three hits, one of which was his
first career home run. With the
loss, the Stags fell to 9-20 on the
season.
Fairfield responded
positively the next day with a
much-needed victory over
Providence. The Friars held a
respectable 23-12-1 record
heading into the game, but the
Stags played nine solid innings
of baseball to gain an encouraging home win over a well-respected program.
Although the Stags
gave up five home runs to the
Friars, the pitching staff was
able to hold off their oppostion
in crucial situations, and with
the aid of some lively bats, the
team was victorious. Jim Gale
pitched the eighth and ninth innings to earn his second win of
the season. In his first year of
pitching, Gale has solified the

Brad Tarr
Sports Editor
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Bobby Wenzel picked up his first win of the season in a complete game
victory over St. Peter's.
bullpen. Gale is 3-1 with one
save, and possesses an ERA of
1.69 in 10 appearances.
The Stags won the
game 12-10 on a two-out, tworun clutch double by Tom
Lopusznick, who went 4-4 and
scored four runs. Matt Fraturelli
and Paul Macchio also swung
the bat well. Fraturelli cranked
his third homer of the season and
had 5 RBI's on the day. Macchio
had an RBI and scored three
runs with a 4 for 5 day at the
plate. The team exploded for 18
hits in all.
The Stags hosted St.
Peter's on Saturday, April 18, for
a doubleheader at Alumni Diamond. They swept the Peacocks, 7-2 and 9-3, giving
Fairfield a three-game winning
streak. The Stags combined
good hitting and solid pitching
in both games to defeat St.
Peter's. In the first game, the
Peacock had only four hits and

two runs against the Stags'
Chris Tinnerello, who won his
second game of the season. In
the second game of the doubleheader, Bob Wenzel threw a
complete game to gain his first
win of the year, also allowing
only four hits.
At the plate, Jung and
the Lopusznick brothers dominated the St. Peter's pitching. In
the first game, Jung went 3-3
with two doubles and an RBI,
and Jim Lopuszick had a triple
and a home run. The Stags had
12 hits in the second game. Tom
Lopusznick smacked four hits
and had two RBI's, while Jung
added two doubles, scored two
runs, and had two RBI's.
With eight games remaining on the season, the Stags
are fighting for third place in the
MAAC.

<sMens tax dominates tsMankattan <& dSt. (^-osej)h!s
Paul Pennelli
Staff Writer
Wins have come in
bunches for the Fairfield's
Men's Lacrosse team, which
continued its unprecedented
domination over MAAC opponents with two recent victories
over Manhattan, 25-6, and St.
Joseph's, 18-13. Though the
Stags have had some difficulty

with out-of-conference opponents, MAAC matches have
consistently been wins. In fact,
Fairfield is currently in the
midst of a twenty-one game
MAAC win streak, one which
dates back to the beginning of
conference play three years ago.
Against Manhattan,
Fairfield began the scoring early
and by the end of the first period the Stags led 9-1. J.T.

Groarke led the offensive
charge, eventually tallying nine
points in the game. Six of those
points came off of assists, which
ties a school record. The hapless Jaspers were truly attacked
from all sides, as Devin Laden
and Spencer Steele both contributed with the team high of four
goals. The onslaught on Man-

Continued on p. 15

Last Saturday I did something that a lot of other people couldn't
believe. I actually sat and watched the first three rounds of the
NFL Draft.
I don't know what it is about such an event that gets me excited,
after all, it's not like it is the epitome of action as far as sports is
concerned. In fact, most people believe, and I agree with them to
an extent, that the first day takes entirely too long.
What such a thing does, is allow professional football fans the
opportunity to see what top college prospect will be picked by
their favorite team, and will, in effect, be called upon to be a savior. Don't worry Peyton, no pressure in Indianapolis.
The thing that is most amazing is the media coverage that this
event attracts. Obviously, college football gains more notoriety
than any other college sport, although basketball is right on its
heels.
Therefore, when we watch a player grow for, what used to be
four years of college (now, they go for about two, or maybe three
years before turning pro), we become interested in where they
will go.
As popular as baseball is in this country, because only a select
few follow it at the college ranks, nobody feels close enough to
the players that they really care where they're going in the draft.
Nobody, except maybe the players' families.
Take the Peyton Manning and Ryan Leaf hype for example. For
months, all we heard about was which quarterback would go first,
and what team was trading where in an attempt to improve their
draft position, and actually have a shot at one of the two.
Entire shows were devoted to discussing the draft status of two
kids. For what? Basically it was because, that is what interested
viewers. Here are two guys that were in the running to win the
Heisman Trophy. That can't be said for baseball.
On top of that, magazines don't just produce articles discussing
the draft, they come out with a whole issue on such an event. I
can't even recall a story in Sports Illustrated mentioning the NHL
draft.
So, with all of this being said, I can't see how a person couldn't
look forward to NFL Draft day. Even though it is lengthy, that
shouldn't be a reason for someone not to watch it. And watching
just to see who your team takes, doesn't count.
Even if you are not a football fan, the Draft is a spectacle, and
can be considered a must-see. Other than the Oakland Coliseum,
I challenge you to find another spike wearing Raider fan, sporting
silver and black face paint (talk about apples that fell way off the
tree).
ESPN's coverage deserves a ton of credit. They go the extra
mile to make sure that the viewer/fan is kept completely informed
of what is happening throughout the day.
At the main table, right above the podium where the picks are
announced, Chris Berman, along with former Redskin quarterback, Joe Theismann, and Draft analyst, Mel Kiper, Jr. Tom Jackson also did a good job of analyzing each player and their qualities.
In addition to the work they did in New York on Draft day, ESPN
put reporters on location at the headquarters of many NFL teams,
in an attempt to show viewers what goes on behind the scenes
while teams are making their decisions.
All in all, a person would be hard-pressed to find a network that
could do a better job than they did. It was worthy of an A+.
By arguing my point that people should watch the NFL Draft, I
don't mean to belittle the drafts of other major sports. The organizers of those events, although they probably would be pleased
with more exposure and notoriety, won't, nor will really strive, to
compete with football.
For now, it is generally accepted that football remain the one
draft that a big deal is made out of. And it will remain that way as
long as people continue to watch it and show large amounts of
interest.
So remember, next year at draft time, take a couple hours off
from what you are doing, and find out what you've been missing
all this time. It will be well worth it.

